The Clerestory

Antique Scales, the weight of the Past

The Attleboro Area Industrial Mu-
seum (AAIM) has created an exhibit
of antique scales that demonstrate
how the important business function
of weighing things was handled in
the past. Examples of the three types
of scales that were used in our past
are in our exhibit. These three types
are the beam scale, the lever scale,
and the spring scale. Included in the
display are scales that can weigh one
hundredths of an ounce and scales
that can weigh 500 Lbs. If you re-
member the days before the elec-
tronic scale, drop in for a visit with
scales from our city’s past

Such as the fruit scale from Peter’s
fruit stand which once operated next
to the downtown arches.
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The Town Crier Will Be Missed..
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The Attleboro Area Industrial Museum pays homage
to Larry Fitton, Attleboro’s official town crier. Larry
had a great interest in the history of our city. His ap-
pearance at city functions in his town crier uniform
became a beloved Attleboro tradition. We will miss

you Larry.

The painting of Larry Fitton in town crier pose by
local artist T.A. Charron is on display at the museum

42 Union Street will
become the new home
for Attleboro Commu-
nity Television Inc.
Local cable program-
ming will originate
from this new location.
Best of luck to this im-
portant community ser-
vice.
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Attleboro’s Picture History 1s Being Preserved.
You Can Help!

The museum’s Imaging Center that was made possible by a
grant from the Attleboro Rotary Club is now in operation. Sev-
eral hundred photos from the museums collection have already
been scanned, saved, organized, and hard copies placed in books
for viewing. These important historic images of Attleboro can
now be printed for anyone interested in them. Do you have any
historic old pictures of Attleboro? If you do the museum would
love to add them to our collection. All you have to do is loan
them to us for a short time and we will scan them into our collec-
tion and return the originals to you. What a great way to pre-
serve the picture history of our city and insure the survival of
your historic old pictures. Call the museum if you are interested
in this program.

What have we been doing?

AAIM HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2005

During the year 2005 the Work of the Attleboro Area Industrial
Museum has proceeded. The task of receiving, accessioning,
storing and displaying items of historical significance has con-
tinued with a large number of previously unaccessioned items
added into the museum’s database. In addition to these ongoing
activities the museum has made a serious effort to improve
community outreach, educational projects, exhibits, and hands
on interactive activities. (continued pg. 3)
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. The following is a listing of museum activities and events that advanced these goals.
e Tours by Scouting groups.
e Hosting meetings of The Attleboro Historical Society.
e Historical presentation by the Director to The North Attleboro Historical Society.
e Hosting the pickup for the Attleboro Rotary Auction.
e Presentation of the museum’s “History to Go” program to each third grade class in the
Attleboro School system at their own School (Approx. 700 students).
e Channel 6 tapes a segment on the museum for a news piece on the Attleboros.
e Museum participates in a career day for special needs children run by the Bi-County Col-
laborative.
e A six hour program on die making is presented to The Association of Assessors.
e An appearance by the Director on the local cable program Downtown Beat.

e The museum hosts a group of 55 adults from the Randolph Recreation Department.

Students using an engine turning
machine to decorate an aluminum
disk for a kevchain.



Attleboro Area It is the mission of the Attleboro Area Industrial Museum, Inc.
Industrial Museum, Inc. (AAIM) to collect and preserve the artifacts, photographs, docu-

ments, publications, tools, and machinery that relate to the indus-
trial history of the Attleboro area; to make these materials readily

42 Union Street
Attleboro, MA 02703-2911

Phone: 508-222-3918 the Attleboro area, so that knowledge of the past may contribute to
a fuller understanding of the present and inspiration for the future.

available for both research and enjoyment; and to act as a resource
center for the education of the public about the industrial history of

Email: info@industrialmuseum.com ) )
AAIM was incorporated on July 4, 1975 as the City of Attleboro’s

Bicentennial Project.

Board members include:

William H. Adair, Jr. Steve Reynolds Emilio Gautieri, Jr
William Hannan Gerald J. Keane Daniel G. Larson
Brian S. Neily Kenneth H. Tenglin Rose Larson
Charles Thomae Sylvia Witschi Nancy Young
Bette Fuller

Executive Director, George Shelton

Museum Members we need you!

The Aulchboro Area Industrial Museum

Once again it is time for the Attleboro Area Industrial Museum’s
membership drive. In the last year the museum has been active in
the community with educational and cultural programs mentioned
in the article on page 2 and 3. Attleboro has a rich history that is
worth saving . The museum strives to make this history available to
all Attleboro residents. If you are presently a member, please con-
sider continuing your support for another year. If you are a former
member please consider renewing your membership. Of course new
members are most welcome. We need you as museum members. Help
us to preserve Attleboro’s history!




