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During the end of May and the beginning of June, the museum completed the 

second annual presentation of ñHistory to Goò. This is a program on the his-

tory of the Attleboro area with an emphasis on the industrial history. It is pre-

sented to every third grade class in the Attleboro school system. The presenta-

tion begins with the role of the native americans of the region and proceeds 

through the settlement era, the colonial era, The revolutionary era, the indus-

trial revolution, and Attleboroôs era as a major center of jewelry production. 

The children see and touch many artifacts such as 4000 year old Native 

American stone tools, colonial tools, and a giant Mets baseball ring made by 

Balfour Co. They hear a 19th century burglar alarm and see an operating 

model of a steam engine. At the conclusion of the program each student 

makes d keeps a souvenir keychain.  This activity is made possible by     the 

Attleboro Jewelry Outlet, Charles Thomae and Son Silver, and Guyot Broth-

ers Inc. Who donated the keychain components. The museum plans to con-

tinue and upgrade this program with funds from an Attleboro Area Rotary 

Club grant. This generous grant will be used to improve the storage and trans-

portation of the program and for the addition of a powerpoint element to the 

presentation. Thank you Attleboro Area Rotary Club! If you want to know 

who bought the land that is Attleboro from the Native Americans, ask a third 



 

Antique eyeglassesðHave a look! 
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The Attleboro Area Industrial Museum  is cur-

rently displaying our collection of antique eye-

glasses and related optical items. Eyewear from 

1810 through 1950 is on display as well as sev-

eral optometric tools. Of particular interest are 

several examples of ñPince Nezò glasses dating 

from the late 1800s to the 1930s. The museum 

is especially grateful for the assistance of Dr. David Fleishman. Doctor 

Fleishmanis an internationally recognized expert in ophthalmic antiques with 

a world renowned web sight on the subject. Dr. Fleishman assisted the mu-

seum in identifying and dating the objects in our collection. Come and see 

what types of eyeglasses your grandparents and great grandparents wore. 

What have we been doing? 
 

The scanning and storing of the 

museumôs large collection of his-

toric Attleboro photos into a com-

puter data base continues to pro-

gress. Stop into the museum and 

view these interesting photos. Who 

knows, you might see your old house, Your fathers place of work, 

or your grandfather as a young man..  

Attleboro scene from the 1938 Hurricane 

Attleboroôs Photo History Is Being Preserved 
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The Attleboro Area Industrial Museum was the recipient of a four computer network as part 

of a three way collaboration between the museum, the Women IN Technology program of At-

tleboro High School, and the Rika Denshi America Corporation. Computers that were donated 

by Rika Denshi America were repaired, reconfigured, and networked by the women in tech-

nology students to conform to the requirements of the museum. The network was then in-

stalled at the museum by the students and their teacher . This contribution of equipment, time, 

and expertise will allow the museum to develop a new program. The museum plans to use these 

computers in a  new educational program that will offer training in the use of a 3D modeling 

program for designing  jewelry. The museum is currently involved involved in purchasing 3D 

design software and staff training. A course in computer jewelry design is in our future thanks 

to this inovative program at Attleboro High School. Wish to thank the students that were in-

volved in creating this computer network for thew museum. They are Nawall Ahmed, Jeanine 

Kuffrey, and Kara Ilkowitz. We also wish to thank their teacher Mr. Henrey Offner and 

Asako Phalon who is Department Manager, Administration and Computer Systems at Rika 

Denshi America  Corporation. (Related story on page 4.) 

Museum, School, and Industry 

An unbeatable Combination! 



 

It is the mission of the Attleboro Area Industrial Museum, Inc. 

(AAIM) to collect and preserve the artifacts, photographs, docu-

ments, publications, tools, and machinery that relate to the indus-

trial history of the Attleboro area; to make these materials readily 

available for both research and enjoyment; and to act as a resource 

center for the education of the public about the industrial history of 

the Attleboro area, so that knowledge of the past may contribute to 

a fuller understanding of the present and inspiration for the future. 

AAIM was incorporated on July 4, 1975 as the City of Attleboroôs 

Bicentennial Project.   

Board members include:   

William H. Adair, Jr.   Steve Reynolds Emilio Gautieri, Jr 
William Hannan  Gerald J. Keane Daniel G. Larson 

Brian S. Neily  Kenneth H. Tenglin    Rose Larson 

Charles Thomae  Sylvia Witschi Nancy Young 
Bette Fuller 

42 Union Street  

Attleboro, MA  02703 -2911 

Phone: 508-222-3918 

 

Email: info@industrialmuseum.com  

Executive Director, George Shelton 

 

Weõre on the web! 

www.industrialmuseum.c

om 
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Rotary Club Makes Jewelry Design 

 Class Possible. 

Plans for a jewelry design course at the museum have taken a giant step forward 

thanks to The Attleboro Area Rotary Club. The Rotary has provided a generous  $800 

grant for the purchase of the software and license necessary to use the Rhino 3D de-

sign program on our recently acquired computer network. Thank you Rotary for your 

help in making this program possible. The Rotary is the best! 


