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In November of 2011 the Attleboro Area 

Industrial Museum received an assessment 

by museum and conservation experts. this 

program called a CAP (Conservation  

Assessment Program) report was funded 

by a grant from the federal Heritage  

Preservation which is under the National 

Institute for Conservation. Two conserva-

tion experts made an onsite inspection of 

our museum to evaluate both our building 

and our collection. As part of their report 

they made recommendations that will 

guide us in future projects to improve both 

the environment and treatment of our col-

lection. The museum has already acted on 

some of the recommendations and will 

continue to pursue ways to implement the 

others. 

 
 

http://www.heritagepreservation.org/CAP/index.html


Because of a generous grant from The Augat Foundation, the AAIM has been able 

to replace the old glass blocks that filled the window openings in the museum with 

modern thermal pane windows. These windows allow for increased levels of natu-

ral light, natural ventilation in warm weather, increased heat retention in cold 

weather, easy cleaning, and a look that is more historically correct for our building. 

In addition, they look great. They are part of our efforts to upgrade and modernize 

the museum to make it an even more attractive and functional place to preserve 

and display the rich history of Attleboro and its businesses. Thank you Augat foun-

dation! 
 

The Clerestory Page 2 

The Stack -Pelletier Gallery is a display space and meeting room at the rear of 

our museum. It is used as a meeting space for community groups such as the 

Attleboro Historical Society and is utilized for museum programs as well as 

being rented by groups for training and social events. One difficulty in utiliz-

ing this space has been the narrow entry doorway 

(30") which limits handicapped access as well as 

emergency access and was visually unattractive. 

The museum has corrected these flaws by the 

construction of an attractive six foot wide arched 

entryway into the Stack -Pelletier gallery. This 

new entryway provides easy entry and egress, is 

fully handicapped accessible, and provides an at-

tractive view into the meeting space.  Our en-

hanced meeting space is rentable for meetings 

and functions. Come in and check it out! 

Let There Be Light (and heat too)!   

Little Door - Big Door 

Old door and window 
New door and window 
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Perhaps I am just in a philosophical mood but I feel this issue of the Clerestory 

is a good opportunity to reflect on why the AAIM and other museums in our 

community exist. We all live in the present moment yet we all have occasional 

desires to peer into the future (what will things be like?) and peer into the past 

(what were things like) . No one can give you that accurate look at the future but 

museums can give you a realistic look  into many aspects of our past. The ques-

tions concerning who we came from and what were their lives like can be an-

swered in part by the preserved objects, pictures, and documents held in trust 

by museums. Want to see a pictorial map of what Attleboro looked like in 1891 

complete with drawings of major structures in the town? The AAIM can show it 

to you. Museums help preserve the collective memory of this areas' past. Where 

else will children see and touch the things that made up the lives of their grand-

parents and great grandparents and therefore better understand how their own 

life and times came to be. Museums help develop a sense of "place". This means 

both the sense of the geographical place where we live and the sense of our place 

in the flow of history. Perhaps our great grandchildren will someday visit a mu-

seum and marvel at the large size of the cell phones we use today (you mean 

they didn't even get implanted in the skin?) or the small size of the T.V. screens 

we used (only 80" wide and not a whole wall?) and come away with a feeling of 

where they came from and how their forefathers lived. Museums are in a way 

purveyors of immortality. 

Why Have Museums? 

?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?

Do you need a new and interesting space for a meeting or an event. Con-

sider renting the Pelletier-Stack gallery room at the Attleboro Area In-

dustrial Museum. This space can accommodate up to 60 people with ca-

tering allowed. Museum personnel can even be hired to give guided tours 

of the museum as part of your program or event. Call George Shelton at 

508-222-3918 for further information and rates. 

Rent a Museum! 



Once again it is time for the Attleboro Area Industrial Museum’s 

membership drive. In the last year the museum has been active in 

the community with educational and cultural programs. Attleboro 

has a rich history that is worth saving. The museum strives to make 

this history available to all Attleboro residents. If you are presently 

a member, please consider continuing your support for another 

year. If you are a former member please consider renewing your 

membership. Of course new members are most welcome. We need 

you as museum members. Help us to preserve Attleboro’s history! 

 

 

Museum Members we need you! 

It is the mission of the Attleboro Area Industrial Museum, Inc. 

(AAIM) to collect and preserve the artifacts, photographs, docu-

ments, publications, tools, and machinery that relate to the indus-

trial history of the Attleboro area; to make these materials readily 

available for both research and enjoyment; and to act as a resource 

center for the education of the public about the industrial history of 

the Attleboro area, so that knowledge of the past may contribute to 

a fuller understanding of the present and inspiration for the future. 

AAIM was incorporated on July 4, 1975 as a Bicentennial Project.   

Board members include:   

William H. Adair, Jr.   Stephen Withers              Emilio Gautieri,  

Daniel G. Larson                   Bette Fuller                              George Howart 

Brian S. Neily  Kenneth H. Tenglin                 Rose Larson 
Charles Thomae  Sylvia Witschi              Nancy Young 

Scott Killough                               Jack Lank                                 Richard Terry 

 

42 Union Street 

Attleboro, MA  02703-2911 

Phone: 508-222-3918 

 

Email: info@industrialmuseum.com 

Executive Director, George Shelton 

 

We’re on the web! 

www.industrialmuseum.c

om 
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